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One streak lives, another ends 
Pulaski Academy wins 4th in a row; 
NLR ends region’s drought. — Sports, 1C 


Hollywood humbug 
Christmas movies mostly lumps of coal, 
but once in a while there’s a gift. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Robert Dye, the mayor 
of Farmers Branch, Texas, 
said his town’s repeal of a 
decade-old ordinance that 
made English the city’s of- 
ficial language will help the 
city move beyond its con- 
tentious past. 


E Angela Goebel-Bain of 
the Maine State Museum 
explained that earmuffs are 
“something Mainers can be 
proud of” in describing the 
town of Farmington’s cele- 
bration of Chester Green- 
wood Day, honoring the 
man who invented them. 


E Elisha Mahar, a 20-year- 
old former substitute teach- 
er of Rochester, N.H., was 
arrested after, police said, 
she encouraged students at 
Somersworth Middle School 
to smoke pot and gave one 
student a vaping device. 


E Stephanie LaRocque, a 
special-education teacher’s 
assistant at Middletown 
High School in Rhode Is- 
land, was arrested over ac- 
cusations that she kicked 
a 16-year-old nonverbal, 
wheelchair-using student 
because he was moving too 
slowly. 


E Michele Walker, a dep- 
uty clerk whose Christian 
County Circuit Court in 
Missouri received a chewed- 
up jury questionnaire with 
a note apologizing and say- 
ing “the dog thought it was 
his,” responded in a letter 
addressed to the dog asking 
the dog to thank his owners 
for taping the survey back 
together. 


E Sergio Jose Martinez, 
a 31-year-old Mexican who 
has been deported from the 
United States more than a 
dozen times, was sentenced 
in Oregon to 35 years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
to sodomy, kidnapping, sex 
abuse and other charges in 
attacks on two women. 


E Alex Bowen said that 
when he found the only 
worker at an empty South 
Carolina Waffle House 
asleep, he took his meal into 
his own hands, chronicling 
with selfies posted on Face- 
book how he made his own 
double Texas bacon cheese 
steak melt about 2 a.m. at the 
24-7 diner. 


H Ed Graybeal, the Wash- 
ington County, Tenn., sher- 
iff, fired timekeeper Shelly 
Graybeal and jailer Scott 
Johnson after communica- 
tions between the couple — 
his daughter and son-in-law 
— revealed that they had 
been using meth and other 
narcotics, the sheriff’s office 
said. 

Hi Michelle Pettis, a tech- 
nician at the Emerald Coast 
Wildlife Refuge in Fort 
Walton Beach, Fla., said an 
opossum drank bourbon af- 
ter breaking into a Florida 
liquor store, but after a cou- 
ple of days of sobering up at 
the refuge, it was released 
unharmed. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Partly sunny and 
warm. 

High 68, light 

southeast 

winds. | 
Tonight Mostly 

cloudy, chance (= 
of showers. 

Low 54. 
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Merging of 2 tax measures next up 


Besa 


The New York Times/TOM BRENNER 


President Donald Trump walks toward Marine One at the White House on Saturday after tweeting about the Michael Flynn case and his 
reasons for firing him. Flynn resigned Feb. 13 as national security adviser. Speaking later at an appearance in New York, Trump lauded 
the Senate’s passage of a tax plan and predicted the package would help Republicans in the 2018 midterm elections. 


Tweet on Flynn raises questions 


When did Trump know of ousted aide’s lies to FBI, some asking 
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President Donald Trump 
said Saturday that he had fired 
his former national security 
adviser, Michael Flynn, who 
pleaded guilty Friday in con- 
nection with the Russia inves- 
tigation, because Flynn “lied 
to the vice president and the 
FBI.” 


FB 


| OFFICIAL pulled from Russia 


probe after texts disparaging 
Trump come to light. Page 13A. 


pr 


While the president had 
eviously said Flynn had 


been dismissed for having lied 


to 


Vice President Mike Pence 


about Flynn’s interactions 
with the Russian ambassador, 
Trump’s tweet on Saturday 


was the first suggestion that 
the firing was also related to 
Flynn’s false statements to the 
FBI. 

Trump tweeted, “I had to 
fire General Flynn because he 
lied to the Vice President and 
the FBI. He has pled guilty to 
those lies. It is a shame be- 
cause his actions during the 
transition were lawful. There 
was nothing to hide!” 


Two people familiar with 
the message later denied that 
Trump had written the tweet, 
saying it was drafted by law- 
yer John Dowd. 

Lying to the FBI is a crime, 
and one that Flynn acknowl- 
edged Friday in pleading 
guilty and agreeing to coop- 
erate with special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s Russia in- 

See FLYNN, Page 12A 


Deals seal 
51-49 win; 
law soon, 

GOP says 
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Senate Republicans nar- 
rowly approved the most 
sweeping rewrite of the U.S. 
tax code in three decades, a 
bill that slashes the corpo- 
rate tax rate and provides 
temporary tax-rate cuts for 
most Americans. 

The 51-49 vote — 
achieved just before 2 a.m. 
Saturday in Washington and 
only after private deal-mak- 
ing with reluctant senators 
— takes Republicans close 
to delivering a policy win 
for their par- 
ty and Presi- 
dent Donald 
Trump. 

After the 
vote, Trump 
said on 
Twitter that 
he looks 
forward to ——————_ 
signing a final bill before 
Christmas. Vice President 
Mike Pence tweeted that 
a pre-Christmas tax cut 
would be a “Middle-Class 
Miracle!” 

Congressional Republi- 
cans expressed confidence 
that final legislation would 
be sent to Trump by the end 
of the month. 

Before it goes to Trump, 
lawmakers will have to re- 
solve differences between 

See TAXES, Page 12A 


PELOSI CALLS 
for resignation 
of Nevada 
congressman 
after former 
aide alleges 
improprieties. 
Page 2A. 


In opioid 
lawsuits, 
State aim 
is 1 voice 
Lawyers: Unity 


way to stick out 


CHELSEA BOOZER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Even though Arkansas 
had the second-highest opi- 
oid prescription rate in the 
nation last year, cities and 
counties in the state are late 
to the game in suing manu- 
facturers and distributors of 
the highly addictive drugs 
as dozens of other commu- 
nities have. 

A litigation team repre- 
senting the Association of 
Arkansas Counties and the 
Arkansas Municipal League 
hopes to soon change that. 


Tires for a war machine 


AP/Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (center), in this photo released 
today, visits a factory in Chagang province that manufactures the 
tires for a huge vehicle used to transport the intercontinental ballistic 
missile that was recently test-fired to a spot in waters near Japan. 
Kim complimented the workers and urged increased production. 


It said its approach is so 
unique it’s never been do- 
ne before. 

Opioids are a class of 
drug that includes the ille- 
gal drug heroin, synthetic 
versions such as fentanyl, 
as well as prescription pain 
relievers like hydrocodone, 
oxycodone and morphine. 

There have been rough- 
ly 100 lawsuits filed against 
top-tier opioid companies 
by cities, counties or states 
across the U.S. so far. The 
suits are expected to soon 
be grouped together as mul- 
tidistrict litigation in federal 
courts. 

Lawyers in Arkansas 
thought that if any individ- 
ual town in the state were 
to file a lawsuit, it would 
get lost among all the other 
lawsuits from big cities like 
Chicago, Seattle and Cin- 
cinnati. 

So, they came up with a 
different tactic. They plan 
to file group litigation that 
will include as many Arkan- 


See OPIOIDS, Page 11A 


German police use a water cannon to clear a street in Hanover that demonstrators had blocked 
Saturday in protest of the nationalist Alternative for Germany party’s convention. Thousands of 
protesters later took to the streets in opposition to the party and its anti-immigration message, the 
German news agency dpa said. 
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State’s rest homes 
high in Rx errors 


Watchdogs report 261 ‘significant’ 
medication mistakes from 2013-17 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

GASSVILLE — Linda 
Cooper spent her final days 
in a north Arkansas nursing 
home working crossword 
puzzles — always in ink. 

Hers wasn’t a slow spi- 
ral into death’s grasp. It was 
sudden. 

The 65-year-old died af- 
ter a nurse with a history of 
making mistakes gave her 
another resident’s high-dose 
narcotics. 

The mistaken medica- 
tion administered to Cooper 
was one of 261 “significant” 
medication errors uncovered 
by watchdogs in Arkansas 
nursing homes since 2013, 
according to an Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette analysis 


AP/dpa/PETER STEFFEN 


Article, 5A 


of federal nursing home data. 
A significant medication 
error is one that discomforts 
or jeopardizes the health of 
a resident, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. In- 
spectors take three factors 
into account when deter- 
mining whether a medica- 
tion error rises to the level of 
“significant”: the resident’s 
condition, the frequency of 

the error and type of drug. 
Federal data show signif- 
icant errors on average are 
discovered in one of every 
five nursing homes in Ar- 
kansas, which has 234 such 
facilities. Neither state nor 
federal regulators could 
provide information on how 
See ERRORS, Page 10A 


Insurance 
plan paring 
to one state 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Despite its name, the 
federal Multi-State Plan 
Program, created to ex- 
pand consumers’ health in- 
surance choices, will soon 
have only one participating 
state: Arkansas. 

Although insurers in 22 
states are participating in 
the program this year, Ar- 
kansas Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield will be the only com- 
pany left as of Jan. 1. 

Created under the 2010 
Patient Protection and Af- 
fordable Care Act, the pro- 
gram allows companies to 
sell plans on healthcare.gov 
or state-run websites that 
have been endorsed by the 

See INSURE, Page 10A 


